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London

Environmental 
Statement

Construction Phase Operational Phase

N

It is intended that as many trees are 
retained as reasonably practicable through 
careful management of construction. 
However, there will remain an impact on 
them as the realignment [of the road] will 
have to pass through the row of trees at 
two points. 

The approaches to the bridge will be 
planted to integrate the structure into the 
landscape and maintain and enhance 
existing habitat links across the route for 
bats and other wildlife. 
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Existing

N

Act Limits ---
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Construction Phase

N

Internal Site Access 
Road Crossing

Temporary 
Stockpiles
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Engineering 
Layout Land drainage 

ditch

Combined 
drainage ponds

Highway 
embankment

Highway 
embankment

Landscape bund

N
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Operational Phase

N
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Vegetation Clearance To be removed*

To be reviewed

To be retained

* - subject to confirmation ecology surveys

N
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Vegetation Clearance To be removed*

To be reviewed

To be retained

N

* - subject to confirmation ecology surveys
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Proposed 
Planting Plans

Lineside vegetation

Woodland area

Hedgerow with Trees

Shrub planting

Hedgerow

Woodland Edge
N
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Road Closure
Planned from 15 – 29 March
• Felling of trees local to ISAR 

crossing

• Construction of ISAR crossing

• Felling of other confirmed 

trees
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FAQs

Why can the access road, construction compound and overbridge not be moved to the other side of Leather Lane, which is free of trees? 
The existing trees are on the south side of the existing road, and the new road being built is to the south. We need to clear the trees to build the railway cutting 

and the new road. If the road was built to the north side of the existing road, it would impact the copse of mature trees to the north west. This decision was 

part of our environmental assessments when designing the railway, taking into consideration the wider implications in order to come up with the best solution 

to minimise impacts and preserve as many trees as possible.

Why are trees being removed to build a compound and haul road?
The trees are being removed to construct the permanent works. The temporary haul road is positioned where trees are being cleared to build the permanent 

works so there is no tree felling just for temporary works. There will be a small scale welfare unit for the construction of the overbridge, but no compound.

Why can’t you use the A413 to access the site access road?
We have community commitments to relieve construction traffic from local road networks. The internal site access road which will be used during the 

construction process will take the heavy construction vehicles out of the interface with the public traffic and reduce daily vehicle movement numbers on the 

roads.

What will happen to replace the removed trees?
Our landscape architects have developed a series of landscape planting which is a combination of woodland, shrub and hedgerows, designed to response to 

the local landscape character.
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FAQs

Are these trees subject to any preservation orders?
No. When we survey the areas that we work in, trees with designated tree protection orders (TPO) around them we are aware of and have to take into 

consideration within our design.

Is this area designated ancient woodland?
No. Working within the ANOB we have areas of ancient woodland which we take into consideration, but this section of vegetation along Leather Lane is not 

classified as ancient woodland

Why are you are removing trees and ecosystems without thought?
One of the HS2 deliverable aims is create a Green Corridor. It will be the largest single environmental project in the UK. We will leave behind more than 33 

square kilometres of new woodland, wildlife and river habitats alongside the line from the West Midlands to London, the equivalent of 23 new Hyde Parks 

lining the spine of the country. The rest of the HS2 network is still being developed and designed, and will provide even more opportunities to expand the 

Green Corridor farther north. The Green Corridor will be a home for wildlife and integrate HS2 into the landscape, and where we can retain existing 

ecosystems and habitats where practicable we will.

When will the final designs be available?
We are working with Buckinghamshire Council to finalise our Schedule 17 planning submission and aim to submit this in April. Once the design is finalised, and 

the submission made, we will notify this on Commonplace with a link to the Council’s planning website.
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