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EXPLORE THE  
CHESS VALLEY 

About the Chilterns AONB 
The Chilterns AONB is a truly wondrous place to visit at any time of the year. With 

breathtaking views, sweeping chalk hills, peaceful pathways, flower-filled woodlands, 

grand and historic attractions, quaint market towns, tucked-way villages, excellent local 

produce and myriad places to stay, there is something for everyone.

Leaflet design and maps: studiobeam.co.uk

How to get here
The Chess Valley lies approximately  

30 miles from London and is served by 

excellent rail links. London Underground 

Metropolitan Line trains run directly from 

Central London to Chesham. The average 

journey time from Baker Street is 50 

minutes. Chiltern Railways mainline trains 

from Marylebone serve Rickmansworth, 

Chorleywood and Great Missenden, linking 

with the Chesham branch line at Chalfont 

and Latimer.  

traveline.info 

Where to stay
The historic house on the 30-acre De Vere 

Latimer Estate combines impressive facilities 

with an unbeatable setting beside the River 

Chess; The Bedford Arms Pub & Rooms at 

Chenies is also perfectly placed for the Chess 

Valley Walk. 

Missenden Abbey and the Nags Head 

Country Inn & Restaurant at Great 

Missenden are just right for Roald Dahl fans. 

There are glamping options at North Hill 

Farm, a magical hideaway surrounded by 

woodland. Or other options on Airbnb.

Stunning Chilterns countryside • Heritage • Attractions

https://www.chilternsaonb.org/visit-chilterns/places-to-visit/explore-the-chess-valley/


Memorable and immersive 
Chilterns experiences

Just 30 miles from London, the Chess Valley is one of the
most stunning spots in the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Walking in the Chess ValleyAt its heart is the charming River Chess, a 

precious chalk stream rich in wildlife that 

includes kingfishers, water voles, brown 

trout, orchids and dragonflies. Shallow and 

peaceful, the river winds its unhurried way 

amongst the wooded slopes and fields of 

the Chiltern Hills, rewarding visitors with 

superb walks and wonderful views. 

Dotted around the hilltops are rural villages 

with ancient churches, photogenic greens 

and commons and alluring pubs with cosy 

bars and shady summer gardens. 

 	Connect with nature and woodland 		

	 crafts with David Willis, teacher of 			

 bushcraft and wilderness living skills 

 	Take afternoon tea at historic Missenden 	

	 Abbey in its 10-acre grounds, or at De  

	 Vere Latimer Estate with its sweeping 		

	 views across the river and valley 

Beautiful and accessible, the Chess Valley 

offers some of the best walking in the 

country. Take a stroll beside the River Chess 

itself or head up into the Chiltern Hills for 

some steep climbs and gentler walks around 

villages and commons. All deliver delightful 

views of countryside that changes its 

colours and character with every season. 

The Chess Valley walk is a 10 mile linear 

walk from Rickmansworth to Chesham 

through the heart of the Valley. There are 

several circular walks taking in the Chess 

Valley Walk and stunning countryside 

around, climbing up into the wooded hills 

and rolling fields, through villages and 

market towns. All the walks start from 

railway stations along the Chess Valley Walk 

and range from 3 to 6 miles. 

For further details see  

chilternsaonb.org/chessvalleywalk 

 

David Willis, teacher of bushcraft 
and wilderness living skills

Food and drink

Take afternoon tea at Missenden Abbey 
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 	 Meet familiar, fantabulous characters 		

	 at The Roald Dahl Museum and Story 		

	 Centre  

 	Enjoy local food and drink in a Chilterns 		

	 country pub

 	Visit Chenies Manor, a Tudor manor 		

	 house with award-winning gardens 

 	Capture the Chilterns in an Experiential 		

	 Smartphone Workshop, with acclaimed 		

	 photographer Matt Writtle. 

 

Chesham waterfall

https://www.chilternsaonb.org/visit-chilterns/places-to-visit/explore-the-chess-valley/
https://www.chilternsaonb.org/visit-chilterns/places-to-visit/explore-the-chess-valley/
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Hawridge and Cholesbury 
Two close-knit, ancient hilltop villages 
with character cottages, a private windmill, 
cricket pitch, the Full Moon pub and 
the 105-acre Hawridge and Cholesbury 
Commons, rich in beechwoods and wildlife. 
Cholesbury’s Church of St Lawrence is 
encircled by the still-impressive Cholesbury 
Camp Iron Age hillfort.  

Chiltern Velo Café,  
Hawridge Common 

A perfect pitstop for cyclists and walkers.

Great Missenden
Visit The Roald Dahl Museum and Story 
Centre for awesome activities for all the 
family and follow the Roald Dahl Village  
Trail to the churchyard where Dahl is buried.

The Chess Valley water catchment

The area shown in white on the map is the catchment area of the River 
Chess. A catchment is all the land that water drains from before flowing 
into a river, this includes the surrounding hills, woodland, grassland, 
towns and villages. 

The River Chess is a rare and precious habitat, sensitive to how the 
surrounding land is farmed and managed. The Chilterns Conservation 
Board is working with partners and landowners across the catchment  
to help conserve and keep this area special.

The Lee 
Arthur Lasenby Liberty, founder of Liberty’s 
of London, remodelled this picturesque 
village around an idyllic green, even 
relocating its Cock & Rabbit pub. Lanes 
lead off to the community-owned Shop at 
The Lee and the 13th-century Old Church 
and its successor, also partly funded by the 
Liberty family.

P
h

o
to

: W
e

n
d

y 
M

o
rr

is
o

n

Chenies 
The privately-owned Tudor Manor House 
and its attendant church form the focal 
point of this pretty village, once largely 
owned by the Dukes of Bedford. The 
Bedford Arms and Red Lion pub complete 
the picture. Easy access from here down 
to the River Chess.

Chorleywood House Estate 
Picnic by the River Chess and walk 
through the woods, gardens and formal 
parklands of this magnificent estate, which 
now surrounds a privately-occupied 
Victorian mansion.

Frogmore Meadows  
Nature Reserve

A rare example of a traditionally managed 
wildflower meadow, on the River Chess: alive 
with colour, birdsong, butterflies and bees. 

Sarratt
A secluded village blessed with three 
country pubs: The Cricketers and The 
Boot, both on the village green, and the 
Cock Inn in Church Lane. 
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Old town, 
Chesham

Neptune Falls, 
Latimer Estate

Sarratt Bottom

Chenies pubs

View from Nags Head, 
Great Missenden

Lee Common

5 Chesham
A Walkers are Welcome market town 
with walks leading straight into the 
countryside. Head to the High Street  
for cafes and eateries. Look out for  
the monthly Local Produce Market, the 
outdoor pool at Chesham Moor, The 
Elgiva Theatre and The Drawingroom 
music venue. See visitchesham.org.uk

Latimer 
17th and 18th century cottages 
cluster around a small village 
green. Latimer House, now De 
Vere Latimer Estate, was the 
World War II espionage centre 
where wired walls captured 
revealing conversations 
between German prisoners.   

Ley Hill
At the top of the hill, 
The Crown pub and 
village beacon look 
over the cricket ground 
to open greens and 
woodlands that are 
perfect for walkers.  
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https://visitchesham.org.uk/
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Old town, 
Chesham

Neptune Falls, 
Latimer Estate

Sarratt Bottom

Chenies pubs

View from Nags Head, 
Great Missenden

Lee Common


