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Geology on Downley Common
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Chorleywood Common

What do you see?



Chorleywood Common

 Common edge houses/community?

* Dog walkers/recreational use?

* Flat bit of grass?

e Or maybe you noticed those slight lumps & bumps?
* Did anyone ‘see’ geology?



Geology Chorleywood

Chalk Chorleywood Gravels Gerrards X Gravels
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Galley & Warden Hills




Galley & Warden Hills
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Anything in ‘common’?

Geology
e Clay-with-flints 26
e Chalk 11
e Reading Formation clays 7
e Glacial sands & gravels 6

All units are difficult to cultivate.
Soils too thin or clay with large flints.

Soils lacking in nutrients and/or too dry.

(No. of commons in study = 42)




Anything in ‘common’?

Archaeology

Pits/quarries (clay, sand, chalk)
Kilns (brick, pottery)
Droveways, major footpaths
Holloways

Banks & ditches, boundaries
Castle/medieval earthworks
Roman villas

Hillforts

Tumuli

WWII training trenches
Gallows



Quarries & pits

- An old extraction pit

With a clue next door
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Coleshill




Kilns

Nettlebed



Kilns — map evidence

Downley Common

Kiln shown
on 1767
Manorial map



Boundaries: 1 ancient

Lillyhoo

Iron Age boundary ditch — Devil’s Ditch



Boundaries: 2 historical

Marlow Common — woodland boundary



Burials - tumuli

Moneybury Hill, Aldbury Common (Ashridge Estate)

A bell barrow - possibly early Bronze age
(dated to c. 2,500 - 1,400 BC)



Common use: animals

Example of a circular pond dug as a water source for animals

Northamptonshire Archaeology, 1998)



Common use: woodland




Common use: agriculture

Cultivation ridges



Common use: recreation

Cricket match at Downley Common

The pitch has been laid over the undulating landscape
known locally as ‘the Dells’ from quarrying during the 1700s.



Common use: education

Archaeologists,
ecologists and
Commoners
of the future




Common use: research



Holloways —a Common’s
link to their village



