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Background

2009 survey of Chilterns Commons Network
Amembers found a high level of interest in
volunteer training and support to increase the
public's understanding of common land. The same
survey also highlighted poor levels of public awareness
on what, where and how commons could be used,
maintained and visited; a need for physical and financial
support to reverse the decline in their condition; a lack
of local stewardship and
engagement and a concern
for the future of commons
in a rapidly changing
world.

With this in mind, the
Chilterns Conservation
Board developed plans and
raised money for the
Commons Project which
has four major aims:

The story so far
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@ inspire and enable local people to play a more
active role in conserving, enhancing and interpreting
the heritage of commons” - volunteer involvement.

) "To raise awareness of the natural and cultural
heritage of the commons...." - the forthcoming Arts
Project with a local school will be one example of
this in action.

@ "To conserve the natural
heritage and preserve
cultural heritage on

selected commons”
- a programme of

practical works.

@ "Commons Futures" which
will be discussed in the
next annual report where
it will be more pertinent.
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he Chilterns Commons Project is a four-year

project. It was launched on 30 September 2011

and will run until June 2015. 2012 was its first
full year of activity.

Churchill famously said

‘Give us the tools and we will finish the job »”
That saying resonates among many of the volunteers
involved with the Commons Project which is giving them
the tools and training allowing them to actually
accomplish work on their commons which many, only a
few months ago, would have thought impossible.
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“Stimulating, interesting,

instructive and challenging ...
allowing us to re-evaluate
our approach to issues and
overcome some prejudices”

) feedback from a
volunteer from Lane End
Conservation Group
after a seminar on
Management Plans.
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Following the workshop
about running public consultations, another volunteer
wrote ...

"Without the course you ran | would have done
just about everything wrong. | also found it
extremely useful that the notes from the course
are available on the website to refer to.”
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A few facts and figures from the first year

[ ] £92,265 spent - slightly less than anticipated \ (- 10 Training Workshops held including 'Commons\
but, as the project continues to build momentum in its and the Law', 'History of commons’, 'Managing and
second year and activity increases, this is will even out. restoring ponds'

and ‘Managing

\ wooded

commons'. All the

C

14 volunteer organisations/friends groups and

about 50 individuals involved accounting for 450 courses have been
volunteer days filled to capacity
(1500 planned for with 247 training
the whole project). places provided so
Volunteer far. Many of the
involvement is workshops had a
ahead of target. waiting list so

we're hoping to
repeat them.

Volunteers from Berkhamsted
& District Archaeological Society

helping with a geo-phys survey Training workshops are a
at Moneybury Hill on Pitstone mix of classroom sessions
Common prior to practical work. \an d site visits. )
@  small grants provided to a number of Parish @ 14 projects completed including pond
Councils, volunteers and friends groups to purchase restoration, coppice restoration, interpretation boards,
tools, help fund small practical tasks like hedge laying, access improvements, geo-phys surveys and botanical
and for and butterfly surveys.
specialist A number of smaller practical tasks have also been
training like completed by
recording oral volunteers
history. under expert
guidance.

The Friends of Studham Common received funding
for equipment to help them with wildlife surveys:
weighing scales to help with monthly dormouse
monitoring and a hand-held GPS to assist with
recording locations of noteworthy flora and fauna.

Improved access at
Coleshill with help from
Chiltern Society volunteers
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What,s neXt? Some of the activities for the coming year include:

8  More training workshops which continue to prove
popular. The 2013 programme will include courses on
site interpretation, surveying species on commons, ideas
for family activities and advice on the management of
different habitats. Additionally, with a growing number
of volunteers actively researching the history of their
commons, another workshop specifically focusing on this
subject is also planned.

B0 The primary school in West Wycombe will be
involved in an Arts Project in which Year 4 class (8-9 year
olds) will make a short film about the past, present and Y
future of their local common, West Wycombe Hill, from It’s not all hard work!

a child's perspective. The film will explore the historical [Volunteering can be f“”/
context of common land and the differing functions of

West Wycombe Hill through history. It will discuss how

land use by commoners has evolved from grazing and [ ] Commons provide direct links between people
firewood collection towards the current emphasis on and the landscape connecting communities with local
recreation and wildlife roots and traditions. This is being highlighted
conservation, showing how on Sunday 9 June 2013 at a family event
this common continues to "Bricks, bodgers and broomsticks - a
meet the needs of local celebration of common life” which is at the
people and remains a special Chiltern Open Air Museum. It's not every day
place. you get the chance to build a hovel using
bracken and coppiced wood and, if your
- Practical works such children really irritate you, the opportunity
as mapping historical to auction them to the highest bidder! Now
boundary banks, repairing that's food for thought!

eroded paths on the Neolithic
barrows on Dunstable Downs
to prevent further damage, /The content of this new information board on Nettlebed N
and site interpretation will Common was written and prepared by volunteer members
take place, together with a of the local geological group. The process has fostered a
small number of works new relationship between the geology enthusiasts and the
local Friends of Nettlebed Common with guided walks and

delayed from 2012 due to .
) evening talks about the local geology now planned.
inclement weather. \_ J
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If you'd like more info about training workshops past or
future, please visit the project's website at
www.chilternsaonb.org/commons for the Training
Workshops' and "Training Workshop Materials' pages

And finally...

CONSERVATION BOARD

The Chilterns Conservation Board would like to thank our
project partners including the Heritage Lottery Fund and
The Chiltern Society for making the Commons Project possible.

For more information about the Commons Project,
please contact Rachel Sanderson on 01844 355525 or
rsanderson@chilternsaonb.org
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