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Annette Weiss,
Head of Engagement & Partnerships
Chilterns National Landscape

Improving access to LUtOn’S Berkshire Vision countr;/side walks
greenspaces and wider Chilterns
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Improving accessibility to greenspaces & countryside

Physical access improvements —
removing barriers, path surfaces
Increasing focus on people with visual
impairments and wider needs

Chilterns AONB D Crviller n=AONE - Apr 12
The fab % UK team, canying out 'Faidall’ ifucue y & inclusion
SUVeys for Whitaleat Hill K Brush Hill &nat OSaIVes

This will belp imgrove online information & identify futuee improvemeants

for those with mobility neads, # mn g

Miles without Stiles
in the Chilterns

20 easy access walks
1% to 4% miles
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1in 4 of UK population is disabled. Only 7% of disabled people are wheelchair users
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. Who else has accessibility requirements?

People with:

Sight loss
Physical or mobility impairment

Hearing loss and

Dideaf people Learning difficulty or intellectual disability

Families with young children

Dementia Mental health
condition

Social/communication impairment/ neurodivergent people Older people
e.g. an Autistic Spectrum condition

People with dietary requirements

Long-term illness/health condition And others!




Making information more accessible and engaging for different audiences o
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QR code links to information in 4 different languages

Blows Down virtual heritage trail - Co-creation project with local schools
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Making information more accessible and engaging for different audiences
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Grims Ditch virtual tour

Videos co-created with school groups
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Discover the Chilterns National Landscape ¢ -

Explore some of the Chilterns’ most beautiful and accessible countryside -~ free to visit, (2] ¥
with level, step-free paths and breathtaking views for everyone to enjoy. o
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WhatisaChalk Stma"m?

Visit our wobsite

for more details on
the featured sites

and to access an audio
description of the map
and guide.
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Crucial to have good accessibility information to help plan visits

“If  don’t know | won’t go”

Images and videos so you know what to
expect

AccessAble — opportunity to add more
Luton sites?

We have commissioned PHAB to
produce 8 videos of the most accessible
countryside sites in the Chilterns — more
to follow

8 countryside access guides — detailed
access info

Ridgeway National Trail using 360
degree cameras to record Ridgeway
route and upload to Google Street View
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2025/26 Defra Access funding

Examples of eligible expenditure:

Disabled toilet facilities
Replacement of gates
Additional seating areas

Improved access to waterways for the mobility-
impaired

Widening & resurfacing of paths for multi-user use

Trampers, mobility scooters, electric bikes, and
storage/charging facilities

Specially adapted tools & PPE for volunteers

Accessible signage and visitor information, physical
and digital

Access infrastructure

Access audits

College Lake near Tring

%mm =~ Chilterns
for Environment National
Food & Rural Affairs Landscape

Access for All programme
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Examples of projects funded

Mobility vehicle at Woodoaks Farm

“It's changed my volunteering
experience to know that | can travel
wherever | Kke on the fanm .

Before the tramper arrived there
were areas that | couldn't sccess
with my ordinary wheelchair, which
meant | simply couldn't take part in
some of the volunteer tasks

Now that's all changed. | can now
move around with the team and
take part alongside everyone pretty
much everywhere,

I'm atso really into my waldiite
photography 50 it gives me an

advantage now that | can go up and
down hills knowing that the tramper
does the | '

GARY ARMSTRONG
Woodoaks Voluntees

Chiltern Open Air Museum ©Chilt AM - Jan ¢ » -
v . [0 T
I'hanks to a Chilterns Access Grant from the Chiltern Conservation Board,

ill be insta £ a8 new accessible toillet onsite
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New accessible toilet facility at the Chiltern Open Air Museum

Luton projects...

* Access and interpretation improvements at Luton County Wildlife
sites- Riverside Walk, Fallowfield, Stony Hill and Cowslip Meadow. ‘

* Accessible chalk path and seating at Luton Henge

* Volunteering tools for Parks volunteers

* Videos: Luton’s Chalk Hills by Abi Spendlove, Luton Youth Network




N T

Why Nature Calling, why Luton? 2}

Chilteimns

Mational
We have been trying to do more in Luton Mt S Landecape
for many years - Chalkscapes ..

Dunstable 3
Nature Calling was an ideal opportunity. L uton
Chilterns hub within Luton to help connect N Y
. . ngn {'
with diverse communities o _Teng
. . en ovorti i :3-.B.e‘kham5tea:“
Luton super-diverse (55% population non- vy Vi . }
white), over 100 languages spoken Many pres 'l ‘~ :223'81%9"[ -
barriers to accessing greenspaces. = 4 BN (pChosham s
1 Amersham ('

Engagl_ng Luton communities is part ofour _
EDI vision ' R [vcombely v §

Wallingford L& e

Working with creative producers Revoluton
Arts.

2-year programme, co-creation approach

National Nature %
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Location of Nature Calling "Luton Henge" - Leagrave
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e Marsh House Community Centre —home of
Revoluton Arts.

* Thisisthe focal point for the project — at the heart of ‘
the communities we want to reach.

* Ahistory of engagement including source of the River
Lea, a history of local activism based upon the socio-
economic background of Luton, the development of
the residential sites.

* Luton2040 policy in action — NetZero, Arts and
Heritage Strategy, Social Justice Unit
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Writer and Artist Commision - led to programme of
community events from Sep 2024
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Hilltop and Holywell Guided Waulud’s Bank: Through Time  Chalk Walk
Walk Guided Walk Guided Walk

Wednesday 4 September 2024 Wednesday 6 November 2024 Thursday 14 November 2024

Weaving Willow

Monday 25 November 2024

Totternhoe Chalk

Thiiredauv & Narambhar 2024
:IuH;day_‘D:L:ﬂYDU(au;ﬂ

Waulud’s Bank Story Circle

Wednesday 11 September 2024

What is a Luton Henge?
A Nature Calling Initiative

Wednesday 11 December 2024

Chiltermns
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Into the Woods
A Guided Walk and Coppicing
Demonstration

Thursday 21 November 2024
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8 stones in total, sourced from the
Totternhoe Quarry managed by
Wildlife Trust BCN

Sunrise and sunset solstice

North, South, East and West facing

Benches designed by the
community sourced from partners at
Natural England and National Trust
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Solstice celebrations at Luton Henge Catr:
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“As the longest day ends, something new begins”.




Further community workshops culminating in the Luton Henge Festival 26 July

»

it g Weatter 10 stayer ]

Hoene | 1oDepth | # wat War i Ukrairss | Climate C | Worlel  Business | Politics e

Englanc | Local Mews | Beds, Herts & 3ucks

Chalk stones in place ahead of
opening of new henge
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Next steps...

Stewardship agreement and the formation of
the Luton Henge Collective

Legacy planning, a 3-year plan with succession
based upon local interest of nature-based
activities, art, culture and communitarianism

wall glah parome Lk & closa: Z bl
. ", .
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Link to wider initiatives: Nature Towns & Cities,
Not Bourne Yesterday, Defra Access funded
work

New partnerships including those local Luton
community groups, education sector, Friends of
Leagrave Park, Be Active Partnership

Secure ongoing funding — Heritage Lottery \
Fund, BLCF — role for North Chilterns

Partnership? BIG CHALK ,

) ) Photo credit: Aleksandra Warchol
Share learning — case studies

National Nature
Landscapes Calli
Association alliing
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